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One of the largest 
special collections 
departments in a 
university library in the 
country



By the numbers:
• 3000 on-site 

researchers
• 17,000 research 

queries annually
• 31,000 items 

circulated in 2015
• Researchers from 

23 countries



Curators and 
archivists teach 
over 300 classes 
a year—
elementary 
school to life-
long learners



Programming

• First Fridays

• Lectures and symposia

• Exhibits



Friends groups

• Friends of the Libraries

• Friends of Sherlock Holmes

• Kerlan Friends

• Tretter Collection Advisory 
Committee

• Friends of the IHRCA

• Bell Associates



Fellowships

• Andersen Research 
Scholars

• Hollinshead

• Keats

• Clarke Chambers

• IHRCA Grants

• William Reese Company



Grants

Since 2010 the department has been awarded 
over $2.4m in grant funds from federal and state 
agencies, and private foundations

– Umbra

– Minnesota’s Natural History

– Digitizing African American Archival Materials 
Across Collections

– Guthrie Theater 



Acquisitions

• The department brings in approximately
2000 linear feet of material every year

• Most collections come as gifts

However….







The Collections

• Charles Babbage Institute

• Children’s Literature Research Collections

• Givens Collection of African American Literature

• Immigration History Research Center Archives

• James Ford Bell Library

• Kautz Family YMCA Archives

• Northwest Architectural Archives

• Performing Arts Archives

• Sherlock Holmes Collections

• Social Welfare History Archives

• Special Collections and Rare Books

• Tretter Collection in Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender Studies

• University Archives

• Upper Midwest Jewish Archives

• Upper Midwest Literary Archives



Charles Babbage Institute

CBI preserves the history of information technology and computing.







Children's Literature Research Collections

The CLRC is an internationally 
recognized resource in the field 
of children’s literature, 
particularly the Kerlan
Collection. 







Archie Givens, Sr. Collection 

of African American Literature

The Givens Collection is rich in African American literature 
and culture. 







Immigration History Research Center Archives

The IHRCA holds organizational records and personal papers 
documenting immigrant and refugee life.





Digitizing Immigrant Letters



James Ford Bell Library

The Bell Library documents the 
history and impact of 
international trade prior to 
1800, illustrating the ways in 
which cultural influences 
expanded worldwide.  







Kautz Family YMCA Archives

The YMCA Archives documents the work of the YMCA of the USA and 
local YMCAs from the 1850s to the present.  The archives contain 
extensive information regarding programs in religion, education, 
physical education, sports, and leisure.






