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Binders of letters, emails, memorabilia




documents in
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Organized by people and dates

plastic sleeves
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Comprehensive collection by people and date




Original letters in Swedish from and to my great
grandparents, Anna and Axel Hedman
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In one binder a map was included showing the
various family homesteads in Sweden




Original Swedish letter with US post office
receipt (keep these interesting artifacts). .




Original context for letters provided in Swedish
and then translated into English




Pictures included in the books of letters. Also included a
note from my great-grandmother on the envelope that
the letter took 12 days to arrive.
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Translations of letters into English along with
images of parts of the original letters.

e when you went away how bad | thought It was. | had ment to wish you good
lﬂmnﬁmmwmlmehnmm
T . | didn’t know of anything worse.

Feb 28). Live glad and satisfied in the first boom of youth. Yes, now 1 am
Times fly by 50 fast. Yes, | remember the jolly chikdhood. Now It is seldom anything
it is ondy working and striving. But Is is good 1o be at home. And have the noble

w mother calls: g0 for potatoes, Anna. Now | have been for potatoes. And

Febe Sth 94,
And you are celebrating at Old Grandfather’s, whom is given a lot of living ‘days and today is 74 ye

+ fun | know is when | for 3 while forget the sorrows in life in your young arms. Imagine. w

can love you with my



More focused binder of letters and pictures from a
trip my great aunt and uncle took back to Sweden in
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Letters in Swedish from and to relatives in Sweden, yet to be
translated. Fun to have stamps. Note German censorship on
letter on the far right.
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Context for and letters my great uncle received from his
girlfriend during their 40+ year relationship. They could not
marry since he was Lutheran and she was Jewish.
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A letter my Dad wrote to his uncle when Dad was 7
vears old and his letters from his service in WW!II.




Simple binder of postcards | sent to my parents
(secured in plastic sleeves).
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Emails are the letters of today, often with pictures.
These are in binders in plastic sleeves.

b S A

STy ==

it ittt e UL PR — -
" ot oty Tt Sy o, ouad S, S G P 5 Vi P, o, s e ey g 9 B e Pl o S
T o w5 o s Mo 0 . ¥ o

N e

-~ Poger A Andersm




Cards and poems organized by sender in
binders (plastic sleeves).




Summary thoughts

e Decide how to divide up and organize your letters, postcards, emails,
memorabilia: by person, dates, events/travels, other?

» Use plastic sleeves (archival if you wish/can) and binders or make
copies and print books.

* Include stamps, envelopes, etc. if interesting and if there is space;-)
* Include photos, maps, context.

* Work with relatives or others to get translations of letters not written
in English.

* Enjoy re-reading the documents as you go.



Ancestral
Cottage

Scotland
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MRS. M. F. JORDAN
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1330 BROADMOOR DRIVE EAST, SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98112

Dear Cralg,

L'm sending you a picture of a little Irish cottage
that Aunt Vie Iuff te 118 me wes the nhome of Tormer Swan
descendants, One ouﬂod me about it after liother died and
my sister and 1 were going tarough our family'!s house and
trying ©to find the proner resting owlaces for former Swan
and Roberts memorabilia, :

LT1l ask Aunt Vie To tell you about this pilciture,
e says tnat you ars the one most interested in Swan
story, JLlt!'s sort of amazing that I napoened to have
ved it, I thought it was cute and because it wras
'amed, Tigured that it was sometaing more than a little
picture that Motner and Dad mipgnt nave picked up on a tTelp
to Ireland, I'm hap>y to learn of your interest in your
famlly baclk-ground, The Swans were and are quite a group.
It 1s your branch of that family wnich 1s so ably carry-
ing on what was so well started,
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If you are ever in the Seattle area, I hope you will
give us a cnance to meet you and your family., We see your
parents occasionally and therefore know a little about you.
But it would be so nice to really get to kmow you, I
don't really know what you'!d call my relation-ship to you,
Is it first cousin--once removed? 3Sounds pretty remote
but I'd like a chance to make something more of 1it,

Sincerely,

it 7 /M /sz/



MRS. M. F. JORDAN
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MRS. M. F. JORDAN

1330 BROADMOOR DRIVE EAST, SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98112

Dear Craig,

Ilm sanding you a picture of a little Irisn cottage
that Aunt Viec Iuff tells me was Tthe home of former 3an
descendants, OShe aciied me about it after llother died and
my sister and I were going tarough our family'!'s house and
trying To find the proner resting »nlaces for former Swan
and Roberts memorabilia,
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sincerely,

2 el fa’ éPé /QCDC“%Z%



MRS. M. F. JORDAN
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MRS. M. F. JORDAN

1330 BROADMOOR DRIVE EAST, SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98112

1111l ask Aunt Viec vo tell you about this picituire,
Sne says that you ara the one most interested in Swan
nistory, It'!'s sort of amazing tnat I napnened tTo have
saved it, I thought it vas cute and because it -res
Iramed, figurea that it was sometaing more tnén a little

nhits
picture tThat mMotasr and Dad nmipnl aave nickea up on a Teip
to Ireland,

sincerely,

2 el fa’ éPé /9577(“%2%
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DHRISTRAS 1965
Oear Allce:
There is a 1ittle history o gluve you along with the "Mearts ano Carts"

Quilt, and while 1 a» not an author of rote, 1 shall sttespt to set down 2
few pertirent facts.

The origirel oullt was created lovingly for your great grandsotrer end
greet grandfathwr, bBessie Park Mcintosh and Will Rcintosh as a weoding gift
to thes, (October 17, 1904 in Coloredo Springs), by Sessie's sister, Belle
Crierson, Iin Carvcda.,

By two sisters, Marian and Jean, and [ ressnber it Delng on our bed
vhen we were very young. Then there was a long perioc that it seesed to
have dissppeared. e always wondered vhat had happened to ft. Sudoenly,
erw day In 18790, In Senta Cruz, Callfornla, the three of us were locoking at
& disreputable drad petohwork quilt being used to counr tUw hood of Joan's
car, and happened to notice some plnk peaking through a rip In the guilt,
We guickly ripped the cover to fino the lost guilt.
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Our mother Mg put together a wool top f
from & tallos's ook of sssples--and hadd cove the very frayed and faded
Peazts and carts gulilt so It wuld still be of some use. WUe reecded heavy
coafucters in Asgmn in Uw winter--and this was Peovwy and watn,

saaple blocks of materlal
ve

¢ 48



In February of 1977 1 went to Santa Cruz to take care of alter Davis
while your Aunt Allene was in the hospital for emergency surqgery. Of course
I took the quilt pieces along to work on them, All the pieces were neatly
cut and in a box. When my time there was completed, Grandfather crove down
to bring me home. He carried numerous articles out to put in the car,
including the box of patches, and placed them on the roof of the car to free
a hand to open the door. Somehow the box was left on top of the car without
our knowing--and away we went. Several cars honked at us as they passed,
but we paid no attention. Finally--after we had driven over the mountains
and were half way home, a car passed and they pointed to the back of our
car. UWe stopped to investigate and there was the box of quilt makings on
the back of the car. It had blown down cver the slanting back window and
was resting precariously in the depression which framed the window. We were
utterly weak, thinking how nearly we had lost ilL. e never could have
imagined what had happened to it.
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January 18, 1906
George Swan to his daughter Victoria
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January 18, 1906
George Swan to his daughter Victoria
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January 18, 1906
George Swan to his daughter Victoria
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January 18, 1906
George Swan to his daughter Victoria
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January 18, 1906
George Swan to his daughter Victoria



Beach House
East Newport
Beach
California

early 1920s




Auge I7. IWMZ.

Irs K.Oman
1200, The Alssmedn

Deaxr ¥rs Owan; |
Fo doudt you will be surprised to get this letter
with & statement encloced for window shades, the City pacssed an ordanance
denanding all windows faceing the ccean de blacked out, and your shaden
vere in o bad condition and would net pass, the reslestate people called
ne and I wvent down and meagured the windows then went shoping %0 see where
I could do the beot,all the ylaces wanted thirteen to fourteen dollars so

I fively found o plece vhere I got thes foxr JIGSE6 by useing the old rollers
atd got them snd saved over three dollaxs,

ting the tenants to ccaplain about the chades for
teing odd lengths they cost nore,80 there vasnt
but get tham, a8 there is & Leavy Tine with ixpfisciment
camply with the ordanance.
for them, so if Idldm,yon can tell me, btbut I was

be able to get o letier 20 you and tagk io time,hopeing

ing I a=m. |
Yours Truly

=




I went down and measured the windows then went shoring to see where

I could do the best,all the places wanted thirteen to fourteen dollars so
I finaly found a place wkere I got them for $IQ56 by useing the old rollers
so 1 came back and got them and saved over three dollars.



I went down and measured the windows then went shopring to see where
I could do the best,all the places wanted thirteen to fourteen dollars so
I finaly found a place wkere I got them for $IQ56 by useing the old rollers
so 1 came back and got them and saved over three dollars.

I paid for them, so if I did wrong you can tell me, but I was
afraid I wouldent be able to get a letter to you and back in time,hopeing
I did the right thing I am.

Yours Truly
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Dear Aunt Bettile

Just looked on the Wedding
invatation last night and saw
that a reply was requested,
We will be there with bells etec,
Also for reception, This machine
dossn't spell wery well as it
is used to writing " take b times
dgily as directed” and not much
elso,

Must fo to work- saveral

Rxs £ugf came in,

See you all the 20th
ILove bill




Letter from
my Mother’s childhood friend

following the death of my parents

. 70,98
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Family Letters

Questions and Discussion
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