


Binders	of	letters,	emails,	memorabilia	



Organized	by	people	and	dates,	documents	in	
plastic	sleeves	



Comprehensive	collection	by	people	and	date



Original	letters	in	Swedish	from	and	to	my	great	
grandparents,	Anna	and	Axel	Hedman



In	one	binder	a	map	was	included	showing	the	
various	family	homesteads	in	Sweden



Original	Swedish	letter	with	US	post	office	
receipt	(keep	these	interesting	artifacts).		



Original	context	for	letters	provided	in	Swedish	
and	then	translated	into	English



Pictures	included	in	the	books	of	letters.	Also	included	a	
note	from	my	great-grandmother	on	the	envelope	that	
the	letter	took	12	days	to	arrive.	



Translations	of	letters	into	English	along	with	
images	of	parts	of	the	original	letters.	



More	focused	binder	of	letters	and	pictures	from	a	
trip	my	great	aunt	and	uncle	took	back	to	Sweden	in	
1938.		



Letters	in	Swedish	from	and	to	relatives	in	Sweden,	yet	to	be	
translated.	Fun	to	have	stamps.	Note	German	censorship	on	
letter	on	the	far	right.	



Context	for	and	letters	my	great	uncle	received	from	his	
girlfriend	during	their	40+	year	relationship.	They	could	not	
marry	since	he	was	Lutheran	and	she	was	Jewish.	



A	letter	my	Dad	wrote	to	his	uncle	when	Dad	was	7	
years	old	and	his	letters	from	his	service	in	WWII.



Simple	binder	of	postcards	I	sent	to	my	parents	
(secured	in	plastic	sleeves).		



Emails	are	the	letters	of	today,	often	with	pictures.		
These	are	in	binders	in	plastic	sleeves.		



Cards	and	poems	organized	by	sender	in	
binders	(plastic	sleeves).	



Summary	thoughts

• Decide	how	to	divide	up	and	organize	your	letters,	postcards,	emails,	
memorabilia:	by	person,	dates,	events/travels,	other?	

• Use	plastic	sleeves	(archival	if	you	wish/can)	and	binders	or	make	
copies	and	print	books.		

• Include	stamps,	envelopes,	etc.	if	interesting	and	if	there	is	space;-)		

• Include	photos,	maps,	context.	

• Work	with	relatives	or	others	to	get	translations	of	letters	not	written	
in	English.			

• Enjoy	re-reading	the	documents	as	you	go.		



Ancestral 
Cottage


Scotland











Letterhead used by 


the eight children of 


George and Antoinette Swan 


for their round-robin letter













January 18, 1906

George Swan to his daughter  Victoria



January 18, 1906

George Swan to his daughter  Victoria



January 18, 1906

George Swan to his daughter  Victoria



January 18, 1906

George Swan to his daughter  Victoria



January 18, 1906

George Swan to his daughter  Victoria



Beach House 

East Newport 
Beach 

California 

early 1920s













Letter from 

my Mother’s childhood friend 


following the death of my parents











Family Letters

Questions and Discussion
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