George Swift
Family ¢1905

*George and Carrie Swift

Children
e Carrie (b 1881)
* |da (b 1883)
e Mary (b 1887)
e George Jr (b 1895)




George Earl Swift
(1848-1936)

At the age of 13, George joined the 3rd Minn. Reg. at Fort
Snelling and served as a drummer boy throughout the Civil
War. The 3rd Minn. was captured during the battle of
Missionary Ridge. After an exchange of prisoners, he was

placed in Co. F., 69th Ohio, which was part of Sherman’s March
to the Sea.

Carrie Swift Craig
Christmas, 1952
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The beginning of the quest

Private John Boxell “...kept an eye on one of

the drummer boys, thirteen-year-old George
Stringer, who was, he said, about the size of

his own son, Billy.” (p 61)
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2?7

* Are George Swift and George Stringer the same person?

* How could George enlist at such a young age?

* How did he transfer from the Minnesota 3rd to the Ohio 69th
DESERTER?



Family Genealogy (revisited)

* George Earl Swift was born in Boston, July 16, 1848

* George’s father drowned in 1848, before his son was born.
* George’s mother married William S _. in 1850.

* They had children in Boston, St. Paul, and Minneapolis

* After the war, he was a professional musician until 1885, when he
became a druggist; owned drugstores in Minneapolis, Osseo, and
Robbinsdale until 1915.
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Enlist at age 137

e The family lived in St. Paul in 1861

e “My mother sent me after the cows. That was my evening job and | was getting
tired of it.

* “There was much talk of the war among the men and it had come to my ears every

day. | had the urge to join the army. Because of my youth, | was not permitted to
join a company.

e “But that night | did not return to the cows. | got on a boat which was going
downriver instead and | went to Fort Snelling. There | hung around the ‘old

Minnesota Third,” and after a few weeks found myself with Sherman’s army
marching to the sea.”

George Earl Swift
Minneapolis Daily Star
February 21, 1925
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First Battle of Murfreesboro (July 13, 1862)

* North: 23rd Brigade. (900 men)
e Protect Nashville and Chattanooga RR supporting troops moving south

« Regiments from Minnesota, Michigan, and Tennessee. Calvary from Kentucky
and Pennsylvania

e Scattered around Murfreesboro

* South: Cavalry Brigade under Gen. Nathan Bedford Forrest (1400 men)

* North surrendered after most units were overrun
 Minnesotans responded with “amazement, regret and grief.”
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Prisoner Exchange / Parole

 Lacking means for dealing with large numbers of captured troops early
in the American Civil War, the Union and Confederate governments
both relied on the traditional European system of parole and exchange
of prisoners.

e A prisoner who was on parole promised not to fight again until his
name was "exchanged" for a similar man on the other side. Then both
of them could rejoin their units. While awaiting exchange, prisoners
were briefly confined to permanent camps.

 The exchange system broke down in mid-1863 when the Confederacy
refused to treat captured black prisoners as equal to white prisoners.

Wikipedia on Civil War Prison Camps
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Minnesota 3rd Infantry After Murfreesboro

* “Paroled” to Benton Barracks, Missouri (St. Louis)

* Route:
 March to Nashville
* Train to Louisville
e Steamboat to St. Louis

* Nashville under Garrison Control of Ohio 69th
 Minnesotans there for “about a week”
* Asked to help defend the city and provide sentry duty
 Soldiers felt “honor bound” to refuse
e George enlists with Ohio



Ohio 69th Roster

*George’s Enlistment details

*August 1, 1862
* 19 days after Murfreesboro
* 16 days after his 14th birthday



Replaces injured drummer.
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* National Archives
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Application

* National Archives
* US Civil War Pension Files
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1891 Pension
Application

* National Archives
* US Civil War Pension Files

e Same information in
Minnesota Pension Files
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1891 Pension
Application

* National Archives
* US Civil War Pension Files

e Same information in
Minnesota Pension Files

* 1936 Obituary lists Ohio
service, nothing about
Minnesota
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Why switch to Ohio 69th?

* Tired of chores at home?

* Disappointed with Minnesota loss?
* Move to a winner?

* Formalize enlistment?

e Seek more Adventure?



Adventures with Ohio 69th



Adventures with Ohio 69th

 Battle of Stones River (12/31/62 to 1/2/63)



Adventures with Ohio 69th

 Battle of Stones River (12/31/62 to 1/2/63)
* Battle of Missionary Ridge (11/25/63)



Adventures with Ohio 69th

 Battle of Stones River (12/31/62 to 1/2/63)
* Battle of Missionary Ridge (11/25/63)
* March on Atlanta (May 1864. Atlanta falls in August)



Adventures with Ohio 69th

 Battle of Stones River (12/31/62 to 1/2/63)

* Battle of Missionary Ridge (11/25/63)

* March on Atlanta (May 1864. Atlanta falls in August)
* Battle of Savannah (December 1864)



Adventures with Ohio 69th

 Battle of Stones River (12/31/62 to 1/2/63)

* Battle of Missionary Ridge (11/25/63)

* March on Atlanta (May 1864. Atlanta falls in August)
* Battle of Savannah (December 1864)

* Carolinas Campaign (Jan — April 1865)



Adventures with Ohio 69th

 Battle of Stones River (12/31/62 to 1/2/63)

* Battle of Missionary Ridge (11/25/63)

* March on Atlanta (May 1864. Atlanta falls in August)

* Battle of Savannah (December 1864)

* Carolinas Campaign (Jan — April 1865)

* Grand Review of the Armies, Washington DC (May 23-24, 1865)



Adventures with Ohio 69th

 Battle of Stones River (12/31/62 to 1/2/63)

* Battle of Missionary Ridge (11/25/63)

* March on Atlanta (May 1864. Atlanta falls in August)

* Battle of Savannah (December 1864)

* Carolinas Campaign (Jan — April 1865)

* Grand Review of the Armies, Washington DC (May 23-24, 1865)

* George “Mustered out June 5, 1865, at Washington D.C., by order of
the War Department,” six weeks short of his 17th birthday
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Looking Back

October 1908, he traveled to Hamilton Ohio to
participate in the 29th Annual Reunion of the 69th
Regiment.

“Sometimes a soldier carried the drum of a tired
boy and on one or two occasions carried the boy
himself for short distances when it just seemed he
couldn’t go on.”

Minneapolis Journal, February 27, 1929



Sources

1.Carrie Swift Craig Family Genealogy, 1952
2.Fitzgerald’'s book on the 3rd Minnesota in the Civil War
3.Stones River National Battlefield (phone)

4.Minnesota History Center (consultation/visit)
5.National Archives pension files

6.State Infantry records
a) Ohio Civil War Central website
b) Minnesota in the Civil and Indian Wars, 1891

[ .Star Tribune newspaper archive (tibune, Daily Star, Journal, Etc.)

8.Local Archives
a) Hennepin County Library Special Collections
b) Robbinsdale Historical Society

9.Lake Crystal Cemetery



https://www.ohiocivilwarcentral.com/entry.php?rec=621

Robbinsdale Drugstore
4157 West Broadway

e “the Swift girls will deliver your order”
» 1893 Village’s first telephone
» Village post-office/postmaster

e Another store on Bryant N &
Broadway in Minneapolis



George E Swift

Undated. Probably taken years later
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Theodore Read

Born 11 April 1835
Athens Ohio

Died 6 April 1865
Appomattox High Bridge
Prince Edward County, Virginia
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My relationship to Theodore Read

Theodore Read| | Alice Read [~ John Henderson Craig

Hugh Craig| — Jessie McKlveen
|

Eliot Swan — | Katherine Craig
|




My relationship to Theodore Read

Daniel Read — Alice Brice
Theodore Read| | Alice Read - John Henderson Craig

|
Hugh Craig| — Jessie McKlveen
|
Eliot Swan — | Katherine Craig

\
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Theodore Read - Timeline

1854 Graduated Indiana University

Prosecutor, Bloomington, Indiana
Department of Interior, Washington, DC

1860 Attorney, Paris, lllinois

April 1861 Three month enlistment
8th lllinois Infantry regiment

October 1861 Commissioned Assistant Adjutant General
with rank of Captain
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Read accepts Commission, October 1861

and encloses signed Oath of Office
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When promoted in

August 1864
_ ///(/ @/ do /;i///’ »  swear’ // 2, o
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had beCOme //;' GONST'TUT|0" OF I“E U"lTED STAIES /I//////.)/ //// /,‘”(-'I/I//,‘.), FOREBICHN (J”J

DOMESTIC|

d more
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Siege of Yorktown
April 1862



Seven Days Battle

June 1862



Second Battle of Bull Run

August 1862



Antietam _—

September 1862



Fredericksburg

December 1862



Chancellorsville
May 1863

BATTLE OF CHANCELLORSYILLE. VA MAY 3" 1863.
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Battle of the Wilderness

May 1864
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Cold Harbor

June 1864



Fort Harrison
September 1864



Theodore marries



Theodore marries

Mary Vincent

19 October 1864
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High Bridge over the Appomattox River

Lithograph by Edward Beyer, 1857



High Bridge
over
Appomattox River

Photo by
T. H. O’Sullivan

Library of Congress
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Battle of High Bridge  4th Massachusetts Cavalry

by Mortimer Lamb



High Bridge today



Read Family plot

Forest Hill Cemetery - Madison, Wisconsin
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