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You	almost	certainly	you	will	need	to	start	or	update		and	maintain		
a	family	genealogy	

Otherwise	it	will	be	easy	to	get	confused.																													

How	detailed	this	information	should	be	is	up	to	you.	

Family	Genealogy



Talk	to/ask	your	relatives:	parents,	siblings,	
aunts,	uncles,	cousins

If	you	show	an	interest,	most	people	are	quite	responsive.	You	
may	also	have	relatives	in	the	country/countries	your	family	
members	came	from	and	they	can	assist	with	finding	
documents,	translating,	and	providing	insights	and	context.		

One-on-one	Interviews	with	family	members	

Maybe	you	want	to	do	some	interviews	or	you	want	to	get	
someone	to	interview	you

How	to	Find	Missing	Information?



Government	Records,	e.g.	

Manuscript	census	data	

Birth,	death,	marriage	certificates,	lists	

Military	records	

Where	to	Find	Missing	Information?



Government	Records,	e.g.	

Manuscript	census	data	

Birth,	death,	marriage	certificates,	lists	

Military	records	

Newspapers	

City	Directories	

Where	to	Find	Missing	Information?



Government	Records,	e.g.	

Manuscript	census	data	

Birth,	death,	marriage	certificates,	lists	

Military	records	

Newspapers	

City	Directories	

County	and	state	historical	societies	

Ship	manifests	

Where	to	Find	Missing	Information?



Government	Records,	e.g.	

Manuscript	census	data	

Birth,	death,	marriage	certificates,	lists	

Military	records	

Newspapers	

City	Directories	

County	and	state	historical	societies	

Ship	manifests	

Church	records,	family	bibles	and	findagrave.com	

Books
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How	to	find	Missing	Information
Many	people	start	with	on-line	
searches.	

Web-based	genealogy	sites,	e.g.,	
Ancestry,	FamilySearch,	have	links	to	
millions	of	documents	that	
automatically	connect	back	to	people	
in	your	family	tree	on	their	site.	

Google	and	Google	Books	are	often	
good	sources	and	may	surprise	you.	



George	Swan	Milk	Tokens



Drawing	of	Craig’s		

great	great	grandmother		

from	a	Google	search



In	her	defense	one	
had	to	hold	still	for	
along	time	when	this	
picture	was	taken.

Drawing	of	Craig’s		

great	great	grandmother		

from	a	Google	search



Why	share	your	Family	History?

If	you	have	more	than	one	child	or	siblings	and	only	have	one	

	copy	of	pictures	and	family	documents,	do	you	want	your		

collection	of	pictures	and	documents	divided	into	pieces? 

At	some	point	dividing	originals	may	be	inevitable,	but		

sharing	copies	can	give	more	people	easy	access	to	more		

of	your	family	history.



What	to	share?
Genealogy	information	

Pictures	and	documents	can	often	“stand	alone”	but	please	identify	
the	people	in	them	and	where	the	picture	came	from	if	you	can.	

Family	stories	often	come	from	an	oral	tradition	and	can	easily	be	
lost	or	misremembered	if	not	written	down.			

Documents	and	letters	may	be	of	interest	to	some	but	not	all	family	
members.		If	they	are	in	a	language	other	than	English,	you	may	wish	
to	provide	a	translation	(if	you	can).	



Genealogy	Information

There	are	many	ways	to	present	genealogical	
information	

Some	are	more	tabular	

Some	are	more	visual



Family	Genealogy	-	Wheel

Family	“wheel”	that	shows	one	couple	and	
all	of	their	descendants.		

It	allows	you	to	see	the	connections	between	
multiple	generations	on	one	page.			



Descendants	
Wheel	

After	the	
“original	
couple”	this	
wheel	does	
not	show	
spouses	of	
descendants.			





Cold	Family	Tree



Descendants	
Chart

Vertical	format	for	a	Descendants	Chart	

Starts	with	Craig’s	maternal	Great	Grandparents	

This	chart	includes	six	color	coded	generations



Descendants	Chart	

This	descendants	chart	shows	
lifespans	for	individuals.



A	chart	that	shows	
who	lived	at	which	
properties	in	a	
relatively	small	
Swedish	community	
with	many	family	
connections.	

This	kind	of	document	helps	you	trace	family	
information	using	government	land	records.		



Descendants		
Family	Tree	



Family	Tree	Chart



A	traditional	linear	
family	tree	chart		

Record	the	information	you	
have	even	if	it	is	not	
"complete."		Use	the	name	
of	the	month	rather	than	
the	number	(September	
not	"9")	since	the	date	and	
month	can	be	confused	in	
European	and	US	
documents.			

Pedigree	Chart	showing	
ancestors



Pedigree	Fan:		Each	color	is	different	generation	of	parents,	grandparents,	etc.



Pedigree	Chart



How	to	Share	Family	History

Write	a	memoir		There	are	guides	on	the	web	to	get	you	
started.		Do	a	Google	search	on	“write	a	family	memoir”		

emails	e.g.,	a		weekly	series		of	emails	to	children,	siblings,	

cousins,	aunts	and	uncles.	

Website	although	maintenance	of	a	web	site	is	or	will	be	an	

issue	

Make	Copies	

							Xerox	documents.		Copy	pictures.		



How	to	Share	Family	History

	Make	a	family	history	book	

Books	are	an	important	way	of	sharing	information.			

They	help	to	pull	together	separate	pieces	of	information.			

Creating	a	family	history	book	can	become	a	family	project.	

Putting	things	all	together	will	make	it	easier	for	others	to	
follow	the	story.		



Lynn’s	parents	purchased	
a	cabin	on	Bay	Lake	in	
the	fall	of	1967		

The	family	celebrated	50	years	of	
memories	through	photos	and	text,	put	
it	in	a	spiral	bound	booklet	and	gave	a	
copy	to	all	immediate	family	members.		



Lynn’s	Father	
wrote	the	

history	of	the	
property	for	

the	beginning	
of	the	booklet	



The	whole	family	
contributed		
text,	poems,		
and	pictures



Relatives	can	be	
very	generous	
and	helpful	by	
translating	
documents	for	
you



A	letter	that	went	
through	German	
censorship	during	
WWII	but	arrived	
in	MN		

					Having	the	
					envelope	that	
					shows	the	
					censorship	and		
					stamps	is	fun.	



Information	about	
Lynn’s	Grandfather’s	
service	in	WW	I	
using	military	
documents	and	what	
her	Grandfather	told	
her	Father	about	his	
service.		



Places	where	Lynn’s	
Grandfather	had	been	
during	the	WW	I	Army	
of	Occupation	in	
Germany		

“I	am	sure	he	saw	many	of	
these	same	sights.		I	put	
together	a	book	with	pictures	
of	the	towns	and	countryside	
and	included	his	"itinerary"	
from	WW	I.”





Cover	for	a	
book	Craig	
put	together	
about	his	
father’s	
family



This	book	is	
about	Craig’s	
mother’s	
family



Thank	you	

Questions	

Comments	

Next	steps?	

Lynn Anderson - boundarywaters07@gmail.com


Craig Swan - swan@umn.edu


